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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To reduce the capacity of a memory for 
storing characters, symbols, and graphic patterns by 
compressing them with high compressibility. 

CONSTITUTION: This is a compressing method for 
compressing an nxm* bit image pattern. Namely, the 
method is equipped with a dividing process for dividing 
the image pattern into small pxq-dot (P«n and q«m) 
blocks, a coding process for coding patterns of the 
respective divided small blocks, and an array process 
for arraying codes of the individual small blocks in a 
specific direction. For example, the font pattern of a 
character pattern 301 is divided into pxq small blocks as 
shown by 302. Here, p=q=2, and each small block 
consists of four bits. There are possibly 16 kind of 2x2 
small blocks. The divided small blocks are coded and the 
codes are arrayed in the specific direction. 
Consequently, the character, symbols, and graphic 
patterns can be compressed at a high rate. 
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